THE ART OF TOM JONES

tongue, Ms unalterable rule of right and the eternal fitness
of things does not prevent him from uttering an oath or
two; and he shows that he is composed of flesh and blood
when Jones discovers him in Molly Seagrim's garret. At
last, too, he renounces his atheism and repents of all the
injuries that he had done Tom by conniving at the villainy
of Blifil. That the character of Thwackum might not be
misread, Fielding added a paragraph on him, saying that,
though he was proud and ill-natured, he was an excellent
scholar, strictly severe in his life, honest, and most devout
in his attachment to religion. Still, it is unfortunate that
such an explanation was made necessary lest the reader
should interpret him otherwise.

Neither is Allworthy quite successful. His head is sacri-
ficed to his heart; he is saved from being a fool by a certain
quiet humoiir and a determination, when once undeceived,
to punish the rascals that have fed upon him. It is rather
curious that Fielding is silent on the politics of Allworthy,
who was evidently, like Tom, an adherent of the House of
Hanover. At times there are approaches to a contrast
between him and the Jacobite Squire Western, but for some
reason the opportunities are allowed to slip away. Again,
Mrs. Fitzpatrick and Lady Bellaston are not so much indi-
viduals as representatives of a class. On the other hand,
the antithetical elements are finely ," mixed" in Diana
Western, Mrs. Honour, Bridget Allworthy, and the house-
keeper Deborah Wilkins. Certain resemblances have been
pointed out between Mrs. Honour and the nurse in "Borneo
and Juliet."* They result, I daresay, from the fact that
both Shakespeare and Fielding depicted the characters
from real life, Bridget Allworthy is an amusing prude
and hypocrite, who cannot withstand those instincts which
she affects to abhor. Her weakness was gently treated by
Fielding; he let her die before the main action of the novel

* "Notes and Queries," 10 S. VII, 444-445 (June 8, 1907).
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